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Ashridge Estate Access Statement 

Contact details 

Ashridge Estate, Moneybury Hill, Berkhamsted, HP4 1LX 
T: 01442 851227 
E: ashridge@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Introduction 
• Ashridge Estate is a 2,000-hectare (5,000 acres) area of the Chiltern Hills with beech

and oak woodlands, commons and chalk downlands. These very different
landscapes each support a rich variety of wildlife, including carpets of bluebells in
spring, rare butterflies in summer and fallow deer that rut in autumn.

Things to note 

• Dogs are welcome across the estate on leads and under close control.

• Dogs on leads are welcome in the National Trust shop and outdoor cafe.
• Assistance dogs are welcome throughout the estate including the National Trust shop.

• As we are a mainly woodland property many of our paths and bridleways have an 
uneven surface with some steep slopes and can become very muddy following rain.

• There is poor mobile phone reception across most of the estate.

• There are many unfenced ponds on the estate, some of which are difficult to see 
because of plant overgrowth. Please always supervise children closely and keep dogs 
on leads.

mailto:ashridge@nationaltrust.org.uk
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• Some plants on the estate are poisonous. If you ingest any, please go to A&E or call 111
if they don't appear to be seriously ill.

Arrival, Departure & Parking Facilities 
• There are brown signs from the village of Dagnall on the B440, the road which connects 

Hemel Hempstead to Leighton Buzzard. From Dagnall follow the B4506 for 2 miles. The 
entrance is signed on the right-hand side. The main car park is approx. 0.5 miles from 
A4128 along a driveway.

• Only park in designated car parks, and if car parks are full please return another time.

• There are 200mm high speed bumps on our driveway and occasionally also potholes. 
Please drive with great care and never at more than 10mph.

• The main car park is located at the top of the driveway on the left-hand side. There is 
more parking available on busy days on the grass verges both sides of the driveway and 
in a rectangular car park halfway up the drive on the left-hand side.

• There are 6 designated Blue Badge spaces in the main car park. These are positioned 
nearest to the path that leads to the visitor centre and the orientation boards.

• There are 5 additional Blue Badge spaces through the gate at the top of driveway, 
following the road round to the left past the cafe. These spaces provide much closer 
access to our Powered Mobility Service which is set up opposite these spaces.

• The exit route from the main car park directs cars out using the same driveway as on 
entrance.
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Visitor Centre 
• The visitor centre is a large black wooden clad building at the top of Monument 

Drive.

• The visitor centre is open daily 10am – 5pm March to October and 10am – 4pm 
November to February.

• The path up to the visitor centre is concrete. This path is uneven in places and can 
become flooded in heavy rain.

• Access to the visitor centre is via glass double doors at a width of 165cm.

• The floor surface inside the visitor centre is laminate.

• The visitor centre is lit by natural and artificial light

• There is step free access throughout the visitor centre.

• The height of the reception desk in the lobby area is 82cm.

• An induction loop is available at the reception desk.

Second-hand Bookshop 
• Access to the bookshop is via the main glass double doors to the visitor centre

• The second-hand bookshop is located within the visitor centre and is just on the left-
hand side when you enter the lobby.

• The floor surface inside the bookshop is laminate.

• The bookshop is lit by natural and artificial light.
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Shop 
• The shop is open daily 10am – 5pm March to

October and 10am – 4pm November to February.

• Access to the shop is via the main glass double
doors to the visitor centre.

• The shop is lit by natural and artificial light.

• The floor surface in the shop is wood.

• In the shop there is one counter with one till. The
height of the counter is 72cm.

• An induction loop is available on the shop counter.

• Access between tables and bays throughout the
shop is at least 1 metre to ensure there is enough
space for wheelchairs and buggies.

• Staff and volunteers able to assist visitors with any enquiry.

• A rear access door is also available. This entrance/exit is ramped and 75cm wide.
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Visitor toilets 
• The visitor toilets are accessed via the concrete path around the outside of the

visitor centre. There is no access from within. This path is uneven in places and can
become flooded in heavy rain.

• To access the toilets, follow the concrete path left past the glass double doors leading
into the visitor centre and the WCs will be around the corner.

• There are both men’s and women’s WCs, including a separate disabled toilet and
baby changing room.

• The disabled facilities include a right-hand transfer accessible WC with space to turn a
wheelchair.

• There are no adult changing facilities here.

• A defibrillator is located in the toilet corridor in an alarmed cabinet.

Powered Mobility Service 

• Two single-seater scooters, two two-seater golf

buggies and one four seater buggy are available

to borrow everyday from April until end of October.
Vehicles can be borrowed for up to an hour,

weather permitting, at 12pm,1pm, 2pm and 3pm.
• Vehicles can be collected from a set up location

opposite our 5 additional Blue Badge

parking spaces. To access these spaces head

through the gate at the top of driveway following

the road round to the left past the cafe and the spaces will be on your right with the
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mobility service collection point on your left. 

• There is no charge, but we rely on donations to keep this service running.

• Due to limited availability, we do advise you to book in advance by calling the visitor

centre on 01442 851227. We cannot take bookings on the day over the phone or by

email or at the weekends.

Waymarked walks and mobility routes 

• The estate can be explored by following our three waymarked walks or our two

mobility routes for those less able.

• Our three waymarked walks include the Wildlife Walk (8 miles), Rangers' Ramble (3

miles) and the Foresters' Walk (3 miles). These are all circular walks and are not

suitable for wheelchairs or buggies. Some parts of these walks are more accessible

in the summer when the ground is dry.

• We have two surfaced mobility routes with are accessible to wheelchairs, buggies

and powered mobility vehicles. Meadleys Meadow walk (0.5 miles) is a circular walk

around the perimeter of the large meadow at the back of the visitor centre. The

Duncombe Terrace walk is a linear route also suitable for wheelchairs, buggies and

powered mobility vehicles. Although these paths are surfaced, they can be uneven

in places and become very muddy in bad weather.

• The start points to for these walks can be found on our orientation panel in the main

car park and visitor centre or a more detailed map can be found in our welcome

leaflet also available at the visitor centre.

Footpaths and bridleways 

• There are several other footpaths and bridleways that cross the estate. These fall into
3 categories: Footpath; allowing access for walking only. These are marked with
yellow arrows on a white background. Public bridleway; allowing access for walking,
horse riding and cycling. These are marked with blue arrows on a white background.
Permitted bridleway; allowing access for walking and horse riding only. These are
marked with a brown arrow with a horseshoe within it. Access to our permitted
bridleways must be via the purchase of a permit from the visitor centre office.

• Details about riding permits can be found on our website.
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The Bridgewater Monument 

• The Bridgewater Monument is open most days at weekends, 11am - 4pm
between March and October, weather permitting, please call to confirm.

• Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

• Dogs including assistance dogs are not permitted up the monument.

• Back mounted baby carriers are not permitted up the monument.

• Details about pricing can be found on our website.

For more information please contact Ashridge Estate Office on the 
number above. 
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