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National Trust Cottages Accessibility Guide  
 

West Challacombe Cottage 
West Challacombe Lane 
Combe Martin 
North Devon 
 
 
Cottage Ref: 012025 
South West Region 
 

         
      

Introduction 

. 

• West Challacombe Cottage is a traditional two storey building.  The cottage enjoys a sunny, 
elevated position with wonderful views over the hills   

• All main rooms have south facing views 

• The cottage is approached via a narrow, uphill track and is just five minutes from the village 
of Combe Martin 

• The cottage is on two floors and is heated by a multi-fuel stove in an inglenook fireplace, air 
source heating and portable oil filled electric heaters  

• The cottage is furnished for four plus a cot and a high chair 

• There is wifi – it can be turned off.   Router also provides wifi to the Manor next door 
 
The accommodation comprises the following: 
 

Ground Floor 
• Entrance lobby, sitting room with external door to passage, kitchen with dining area 
 

First Floor 
• Shower room with shower cubicle, WC and hand basin 

• Double bedroom and twin bedroom 
 

Pre-Arrival 
• See the main webpage for booking and location details 

• Please contact us prior to booking if you have any specific access requirements 
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• Directions provided with booking 
 

Approach 

• From the village of Combe Martin drive through the housing estate and follow the narrow 
lane until you see the sign for Little Hangman. Continue along this land, over the bridge and 
through the gate (it is usually open). Continue up the partially grassed, unmade track until 
the track forks 

• The lane’s hedges will be abundant in the growing season but will not be cut until the wild 
flowers have died down. At the end of the track, there is a sharp right turn for West 
Challacombe Manor. Continue straight on for West Challacombe Cottage taking care to 
drive slowly over the shallow, horizontal ditch 

• There is parking outside the cottage gate 

• There is a ditch running adjacent to the track for approximately 10 metres from the cottage 
 
.  

 
 

Route up to cottage 
 

 

   
    

Parking area and entrance to cottage 
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Arrival & Parking Facilities  

• Parking for one car is at the side of the cottage by the front of the gate where the track ends 

• The car parking area is on a slope and the space for parking is not designated 

• To the side of the track there is a ditch running alongside the track for approximately 10 
metres. Be careful not to drive into the ditch as your car wheel will become stuck 

• The wooden, latched gates lead to a level, gravelled path in front of the cottage.  After 20 
metres, there is a step of 200mm to a narrow, flagstone passageway 

 

                 
                                                                                   

Entrance gate                       Pathway to cottage 

 
• There is a sensor light on the corner of the building which illuminates the passage, 

• Another step of 180mm leads to the front door above which is a sensor light 

• The minimum width of the passage is 800mm 

• The key safe is to the left of the front door.  It is operated by a combination lock mechanism.  
A torch is recommended, especially if arriving in the dark, as the numbers on the lock can 
be difficult to see 
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   Narrow alley way to main door 

 
Getting in (and out) of the cottage 
• There is a low threshold up into the cottage of 20mm   

• The clear opening width of the front door is 800mm into a small lobby 

• The main light switch is on the left hand side at a height of 1330 mm 

• Step down from lobby area to the sitting room door and stairs 
 

 

                                                                                                             
  Entrance and hall       From sitting room to hall 
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Getting around the cottage 

 

Ground floor: 
• Floor coverings are hard flooring in the sitting room with loose hearth rug, quarry tiles in the 

lobby and kitchen 

• High step of 200mm from sitting room to kitchen/dining area 

• Minimum clear door opening width of 680mm 
 

First Floor 

• Double bedroom, twin bedroom and shower room 
• Staircase with handrail to left hand side to main landing 

• Fitted, swing stair gate at top of stairs. Bottom of stairs also fitted for a stair gate – available 
in the store cupboard 

• Minimum width of stairs is 680mm. Step height 200mm and depth 240mm 

• Two steps up to twin bedroom – step height 2 x 200mm with left side and handrail 

• Wood floor in the bedrooms, carpet on the landing and vinyl in the shower room 

• Bedroom windows fitted with stopper to restrict lower sash opening gap to 150mm 
 
 

   
 Stairs with stair gate at top        Two steps to twin room View to shower and WC 
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Sitting Room 
 
• Two-seater sofa with seat height 450mm, back height of 500mm and two high back wing 

chairs with a seat height of 450mm back height 500 mm, scatter cushions 

• Lighting comprises one table lamp and two ceiling lights.  Main light switch is 1370mm from 
floor level 

• 26inch TV and separate DVD 

• Roberts Radio with IPOD docking station  

• Wood burner stove with protective iron screen  

• Sideboard and coffee table  

• Rug with anti-slip backing 
 

 .   

 
 
 

 
   Step from sitting room to kitchen area 
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Kitchen with dining area 

• Height of worktop is 920mm from floor level 

• Lever taps 

• Built in electric cooker and hob. The controls to hob are on the right hand side 

• Microwave, cordless kettle, toaster, under counter fridge and under counter freezer, 
washer/dryer 

• 450mm dishwasher 

• Window by dining table for natural light and two ceiling pendants, one in kitchen area and 
one in the dining area 

• A dining table, height 740mm and with a knee clearance of 660mm 

• 4 Chairs with a seat height of 450 mm high – no arms 

• Limited circulation space in the dining area but table can be folded down for more room 
when the four chairs are not required 

 

  
 

 
 

  Dining area 
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Double Bedroom  
• Door from landing 

• 5.6’ (kingsize) iron and brass bedstead 

• Height of mattress is 650mm from floor level 

• Bed in central position with ample circulation space around bed. 

• Chest of drawers – 3 drawers 

• Built in wardrobe with hanging rail – height 1550mm 

• Two bedside tables with table lamps 

• Central pendant light      

• Wooden chair no arms 

• Full length, wall mounted mirror 

• Towel rail stand 

• Rug with ant-slip backing 

• Low window with views over countryside with full length curtains 
 

 
 
 

Twin Bedroom 
• Two steps up into bedroom from landing 

• The single beds are 3’/900mm wide x 1900mm wide x 650mm high 

• There is limited circulation space between the end of the bed and the wall 

• The beds are separated by a 2 over 3 chest of drawers 

• There are two table lamps on the chest and one central ceiling light 

• Built in wardrobe with handing rail – height 1700mm 

• Rug with anti-slip backing 

• Low window with views over countryside – blind with protected pulley  
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Shower room 

• Walk in shower cubicle with step into this being 230mm.  Electric shower – adjustable height 
for shower head. Twist control 

• The WC is 430mm high 

• Hand basin is 820 mm high with lever taps 

• Mirror and shaver point 

• The room is lit with one ceiling light with a switch outside the bathroom door at 1300 mm 
high 

• This is a small room with minimal circulation space 
 

   
 
 

Garden 
• Large, sloping, enclosed, front garden with picnic table with bench seating. Part of this 

garden is shared with West Challacombe Manor 

• Steps to rear garden and washing line 
 
 

http://www.nationaltrustholidays.org.uk/holiday-cottage/west-challacombe-cottage-combe-martin-devon/#13
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        Front garden seating 

 
 

                                                             
Front garden view – also used by guests in the Manor                     Steps to rear garden 

 

  
Rear garden 
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Additional Information 

• Assistance dogs are welcome at all our cottages 

• In the event of a fire, it is the responsibility of the guests to evacuate themselves. Vibrating 
fire/smoke detectors are available if requested at time of booking.  Please contact us if you 
have any other specific access requirements in this respect 

• Most mobiles phones receive a good signal 
 

Facilities at all cottages 

In addition to the standard equipment and facilities, each cottage is equipped with the following: 

• Cordless kettle 

• Chair with armrests in dining room and living room 

• Good reading light 

• Large handle vegetable peeler 

• Easy tin opener 

• Non-slip mat for bath/shower 

• Non-slip place mat 

• Information in alternative formats (on request) 
 
We aim to provide these items in all cottages but please check when booking as to their 
availability and to check if new items have been added to the list. 

Specialist equipment 

Other specialist equipment such as wheelchairs, bath seats, toilet frames etc may be available 
for loan or purchase from the local Red Cross loan centre. Please check this out before 
booking the Cottage and contact us if you require further information.  
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/borrow-a-wheelchair 
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/hire-a-toilet-aid 
 

Future Plans to improve Access to NT Holiday Cottages  

• We are currently in the process of writing accessibility guides for all our holiday cottages 
and improving access over time for all our guests. All feedback is very helpful in informing 
us of ways in which we can improve access to all our cottages. We welcome any comments 
or ideas from you about access at this cottage and thank you for taking the time to do this. 
Please do this in the most convenient way for you. See contact details below or information 
on website. 

About the Accessibility Guide 

• This Accessibility Guide is intended to provide key information about the cottage that may 
be particularly relevant to guests with disabilities. Please contact us prior to booking if you 
would like information that is more specific and we will be happy to oblige.  
Phone: 0344 8002070 
Email:   holiday.enquiries@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org.uk%2Fget-help%2Fborrow-a-wheelchair&data=04%7C01%7CTony.Potter%40nationaltrust.org.uk%7C8830062a35054b42055308d91aa0b84d%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637570100884850316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6HYrx12szZvQGtGJQArDkdLJZsjE2LCaWZ4GyqDdOAk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org.uk%2Fget-help%2Fhire-a-toilet-aid&data=04%7C01%7CTony.Potter%40nationaltrust.org.uk%7C8830062a35054b42055308d91aa0b84d%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637570100884860309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=w0f9IYSAusgTT1%2Fw4Dfp7kQoZHHbnrmNEUsJcTmzR8s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:holiday.enquiries@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Access for All at the National Trust 

• The Access for All office works to improve access at all National Trust cottages and 
properties. The office welcomes comments and ideas on improving access. 
Phone: 01793 818531  
Email: accessforall@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 
 
February 2023 
 
 
 
 

mailto:accessforall@nationaltrust.org.uk
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