
National Trust Cottages Accessibility Guide 

Introduction 

• Whitstone is a traditional, cob and stone, thatched roof, detached Cornish cottage. It has a 
later, slate roofed, extension of stone together with some attached outbuildings which used to 
house a smithy and a smoke-house. Situated close to the entrance of Penrose House there 
are miles of various footpaths on the doorstep. The front has a large terraced garden. There is 
a track, immediately behind the cottage, which leads to the Penrose National Trust car park 
and continues to a private working farm.

Pre-Arrival 

 See the main webpage for booking and location details.
 Please contact us prior to booking if you have any specific access requirements.
 Directions provided with booking
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Arrival & Parking Facilities  

 The cottage is just after the beginning of the lane to Loe Bar off the B3304 to Porthleven.
The parking area, a compacted stone and earth hard standing, is in front of the solid
wooden gate on the right hand side of cottage which faces the road.

Getting in (and out) of the cottage 

 The solid wooden gateway from the parking is 800mm W and drops down 2 steps (140mm
H and 90mm H) onto a cobbled pathway (1,800mm W) along the front of the cottage to the
front door. This pathway continues along the whole front of the house and outbuildings. The
combination key safe for the front door is on the low wall opposite the door.

 There is an outside light but it is recommended to bring a torch to set the correct lock
combination on arrival. Keys to be returned to safe on final departure.

 The front doorway, which is (800mm W x 1,740mm H), over a granite threshold, opens
inwards.
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Getting around the cottage 
Ground floor: 

Dining room/Kitchen – Open planned -Dining room area

• 800mm wide, solid wooden, front door into dining area (only 1,740mm H).
• Slate tiled flooring with coconut matting rug under dining table.
• Night storage heater and convector heater
• Four adjustable spot-lights and an emergency lamp.
• Window to front aspect (800mm W x 770mm H) with built-in seat (580mm seat H).
• Gate leg dining table (1,000mm W x 1,700mm L x 700mm knee H)
• Four wooden “Kitchen” chairs (460mm seat H). One wooden Carver chair (420mm seat H).
• Door to lounge.
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Kitchen area 

 Slate tiled flooring.
 Four adjustable spot-lights.
 Window to side aspect (600mm W x 300mm H).
 Window, with deep sill, to rear aspect (500mm W x 400mm H).
 Kitchen floor cupboards with drawers under 900mm High worktops.
 Fridge with ice-box, Microwave oven, Toaster and kettle. (Washing machine, Tumble dryer

and Freezer in outbuilding)
 Electric cooker with ceramic hob.
 Radio/CD player.
 Gated stairway (630mm W) to first floor.

Lounge  

• Solid wooden door (730mm W x 1,760mm H) opens inwards from dining room.
• Fitted carpet flooring.
• Ceiling light. Table lamp. Standard lamp.
• Night storage heater, convector heater and open fire.
• Sash window to front aspect (800mm W x 900mm H).
• Two-seater settee (440mm seat H).
• Pair of “Wing back” chairs (460mm seat H).
• Two small wooden foot stools, one 400mm H and other 320mm H
• Wooden side table (600mm W x 370mm D x 770mm H).
• T.V.  DVD player.
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Stairway to First floor landing 

 Turning stairway with 10 steps (220mm H x 800mm W). 4 Steps to half landing.
 Bannister (900mm H).
 Fitted carpet flooring.
 Ceiling light on 2-way switch.
 Window to side aspect (400mm W x 500mm H).

First floor landing/Sitting Room 

• Fitted carpet flooring.
• Two adjustable spot-lights. Table lamp.
• Window, with deep sill, to front aspect (700mm W x 700mm H).
• Table top with a vintage sewing trestle base (850mm W x 400mm D x 730mm H).
• Storage box (1,280mm W x 550mm D x 750mm H).
• Two-seater settee (440mm seat H).
• Two easy chairs (400mm seat H).
• Cloth covered stool (400mm w x 400mm D x 440 seat H).
• Solid wooden doors to double bedroom and inner landing.
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Double Bedroom  
 640mm wide doorway opens inwards from landing.
 Fitted carpet flooring.
 Ceiling light. Pair of table lamps. Emergency torch.
 Night storage heater and convector heater.
 Window, with deep sill, to front aspect (700mm W x 700mm H).
 Wicker bedroom chair (440mm seat H).
 Chest of four drawers (940mm W x 400mm D x 920mm H).
 Pair of bedside cabinets (380mm W x 310mm D x 660mm H).
 Built-in wardrobe (1,100mm W).

Inner Landing + Cloakroom   

• 750mm wide doorway opens inwards from landing.
• Fitted carpet flooring.
• Ceiling light on 2-way switch. Natural light from large glass panel over bathroom

door.
• Solid wooden doors to Cloakroom, Bathroom and Twin bedroom.
• 590mm wide doorway opens outwards into inner landing.
• Vinyl flooring.
• Ceiling lamp. Light/shaver socket above mirror.
• W.C. (410mm seat H).
• Wash basin (780mm H).
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Twin Bedroom 

• 740mm wide doorway opens inwards from inner landing.
• Fitted carpet flooring.
• Ceiling light. One table lamp.
• Night storage heater and Convector heater.
• Window, with deep sill, to front aspect (800mm W x 1,000mm H).
• Chest of drawers “2 over 3” (1,020mm W x 510mm D x 860mm H).
• Bedside table (600mm W x 380mm D x 750mm H).
• Two single beds (each 1,000mm W x 2,000mm L x 600mm H).
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Bathroom 

 560mm wide doorway opens inwards from inner landing.
 Vinyl flooring.
 Ceiling light. Light/shaver socket above mirror.
 Electric towel rail. Electric wall heater.
 Window to front aspect (600mm W x 950mm H) with seat below (460 seat H).
 Wash basin (780mm H).
 Bath (680mm W x 1,660mm L x 540mm H). Mixer taps with shower head for hair washing

etc.

Adjoining Outbuilding (Laundry room). 

 700mm wide Stable doorway opens inwards.
 Washing machine, Tumble dryer and freezer.
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Garden 

 Large, elevated and terraced garden. Natural paths and irregular stone steps connect
various elements. Many, level, grassed areas. Picnic table close to front doorway.
Conventional washing line on far lawn.

Additional Information 
 Assistance dogs are welcome at all our cottages
 In the event of a fire, it is the responsibility of the guests to evacuate themselves. Vibrating

fire/smoke detectors are available if requested at time of booking.  Please contact us if you
have any other specific access requirements in this respect.

Facilities at all cottages 
In addition to the standard equipment and facilities, each cottage is equipped with the following: 
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 Cordless kettle
 Chair with armrests in dining room and living room.
 Good reading light
 Large handle vegetable peeler
 Easy tin opener
 Non-slip mat for bath/shower
 Non-slip place mat
 Easy jar opener
 Information in alternative formats (on request)

We aim to provide these items in all cottages but please check when booking as to their 
availability and to check if new items have been added to the list. 

Specialist equipment 
Other specialist equipment such as wheelchairs, bath seats, toilet frames etc may be available 
for loan or purchase from the local Red Cross loan centre. Please check this out before 
booking the Cottage and contact us if you require further information.  
http://www.redcross.org.uk/standard.asp?id=89425 

Future Plans to improve Accessibility to National Trust Holiday Cottages  
• We are currently in the process of writing accessibility guides for all our holiday cottages

and improving access over time for all our guests. All feedback is very helpful in informing
us of ways in which we can improve access to all our cottages. We welcome any comments
or ideas from you about access at this cottage and thank you for taking the time to do this.
Please do this in the most convenient way for you. See contact details below or information
on website.

About the Accessibility Guide 
• This Accessibility Guide is intended to provide key information about the cottage that may

be particularly relevant to guests with disabilities. Please contact us prior to booking if you
would like information that is more specific and we will be happy to oblige.
Email:   cottages@nationaltrust.org.uk
Phone: 0344 8002070

Access for All at the National Trust 
 The Access for All office works to improve access at all National Trust cottages and

properties. The office welcomes comments and ideas on improving access.
Phone: 01793 818531
Email: accessforall@nationaltrust.org.uk
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