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St Agnes Head Access Statement 
St Agnes Head, off Beacon Drive, St Agnes, Cornwall, TR5 0NU 
T: 01872 552 412 for local Ranger office 
E: stagneshead@nationaltrust.org.uk 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cornwall/st-agnes-head 
 

 
 
This picture is taken from the coastal footpath and shows the coastguard lookout in the distance.  The main parking areas 
are near the lookout station. 

 
Welcome 

• Set on the cliff tops high above the Atlantic and in the shadow of St Agnes Beacon, St 
Agnes Head was used as a light anti-aircraft artillery range in the Second World War and 
during the Napoleonic war it was a rifle range. This seemingly remote and peaceful spot 
has seen its fair share of activity over the years. Nowadays the headland is a much 
quieter place where insects buzz through gorse and heather and sea birds soar above the 
cliffs 

• There is a coastguard lookout station here 

•  There are no staff on site 

• There is mobile phone reception at this site 

• There is a 2.3 m height barrier across the road to the main clifftop site; there is a parking 
area before the barrier if you have a high-sided vehicle  
 

Directions 

Please take note there are major road improvements 
underway (due to complete March 2024), there may be 
delays and temporary diversions in place along the A30. 
From the A30 at Chiverton Cross roundabout, take the 
B3277 for St Agnes.  At the roundabout at the entrance to 
the village, turn left and follow the brown tourist signs.  The 
site is reached from an unmarked road next to a parking 
layby on Beacon Drive  

 
Right: Sign at the entrance  

to the Agnes Head site 
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Parking 

• No parking charges apply at this site 

• The first parking area is on the left as you enter the site  

• Further along the track towards the cliffs is a 2.3 m height barrier  

• There is a turning area just in front of the barrier  

• On the cliff top itself there are three main parking areas  

• As you approach the sea, the first parking area is on the right.  It is slightly sloping, and 
the surface is rocky 

• The main car park area is just past the white coastguard station. It has a level, roughly 
gravelled surface and the edges are bounded with boulders 

• The final parking area is at the end of the narrow, tarmacked access lane. It is also level 
and has boulders around the edge 

• There is an information board in this final parking area  

 
This is the first parking area as you enter the site.          Further along the road is the height barrier 
                                                                                         and turning space  

 
 
There are three parking areas along the cliffs 
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Information board in the final parking area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Track from the parking area leading onto the cliffs                                  Looking back to the parking area from the coast path 
and coast path                                                                                                 The bench seat is 50 cm from the ground 
 

.  
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Toilets 
There are no toilets at this site 
 

Places to eat and drink 
There are no cafes at this site. St Agnes village is a couple of miles away. There is a café at 
Chapel Porth beach, but the car park gets very busy in high season 

 
Designated walking trail / footpaths / viewpoints 

• There are no designated wheelchair friendly paths at this site. Apart from the tarmacked 
access road, the paths leading from the site are rough and stony 

• Views from all the car parks are stunning and you can see right along the coast 

• There is a bench just outside the last parking area facing west down the coast 

• You can access the coastal footpath from the car parking areas: west to Wheal Coates 
and Chapel Porth, and east to St Agnes 

 
 

 
Typical rough track leading from the car parks. St Agnes Beacon is in the far 
distance 
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