
 

Accessibility Guide for Watersmeet 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/watersmeet 

Contact for accessibility enquiries: Food & Beverage Team 

01598 753 348 

 

Welcome 

The Watersmeet estate comprises of approximately 2500 acres of wooded 
valleys, open moorland and high cliffs with stunning views. With a wide 
selection of short walks and more challenging paths Watersmeet appeals to a 
variety of visitor. At the heart of the estate sits Watersmeet House, a 19th century 
fishing lodge now a National Trust cafe. Watersmeet House has been a popular 
meeting place since it started serving afternoon teas in the 1870s and continues 
to be frequented by a variety of visitors and locals alike.  

At a Glance 

 Level Access 

• There is level access from disabled parking area to: 

– Outside table 

– The cafe (access ramp available, please ask) 

– Start of trails 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/watersmeet


 Access with steps 

• There are steps: 

– To enter the front entrance of Watersmeet House 

– Along some trails 

 Hearing 

• We have hearing loops at the cafe till. 

 

 General 

• There is a public toilet for disabled visitors. 

Getting here 

National Trust Watersmeet House 

Watersmeet Road 

Lynmouth 

Devon 

EX35 6NT 

 

 Travel by public transport 

• You can get to Watersmeet by bus and train. 

• Nearest bus stop is in Lynmouth. Route 309, 310 from Barnstaple (passes 
near train station). The bus stop is 1.80 miles / 4.9 km from Watersmeet. 

• The nearest train station is Barnstaple. The train station is 22 miles / 35.4 
km from Watersmeet. 

• Barnstaple is reached by the regular Great Western service from Exeter. 

• You can get a taxi with Beeline Taxis in Barnstaple by calling 01271 322117. 
They do not have a wheelchair accessible vehicle. 

 Parking 

• There are three car parking options: 
 

 - Disabled parking at Watersmeet House. This must be agreed in advance 
via 01598 753 348.   The route down from the main road (A39) is narrow 
and uneven - tarmac and gravel with potholes. There is a steep drop on the 
right for the latter part of the drive.  On arrival park behind Watersmeet 
House or as directed. 



   
           Start of route down from A39           Arriving at the House 

 

 

                            Parking area for disabled visitors 

 

 - The District Council car park on the A39.  Charges vary. Pay machine 

only takes silver coins. There are reserved spaces for disabled parking close 

to the pay machine. The walk down to Watersmeet House is approx 400m. 
The path in places is narrow and steep. There are no steps. 

 

 - National Trust Car Park at Combe Park. Free parking for National Trust 
members, donation for non-members. Also picnic area by car park.  There is 
a level access route of approx 700m from the car park to Watersmeet House. 
Follow signs to avoid steps. 

 

   

         District Council car park on A39      Combe Park parking area 



Arrival 

 Main entrance 

• There are 3 steps and a threshold step to enter the house. 
• There is an alternative entrance via the back of the tea room which has one 

small step, access ramp is available.   
• Part of the path near the entrance cobbles. 

 

     
        Entrance area to house                       Front entrance 

Things to See and Do 

• The display information is in large print. 

 Public toilet at Watersmeet House 

 

• There is a public toilet for disabled visitors. 

• The toilet door is 950mm wide. 

• The direction of transfer is to the left. 

• There is 750mm at the side of the toilet. There is 1100mm in front of the 
toilet. The toilet has handrails. 

• There is a single overhead light. Hand dryer. Basin at 730mm with single 
lever tap. Alarm pull cord.  

• Baby changing tables are available in Ladies and Gents toilets.  

 

  
             Shared main Entrance - accessible toilet to left – ladies to the right  



In Watersmeet House 

• Once in the house there is level access. The route in is 1200mm wide, or 
more. The route through the back of the tea room is 800mm wide, or more. 

• A ramp is available to enable level access in to the back of the cafes indoor 
seating area. 

   
                                                

Ramp access 

 Place to eat and drink 

Cafe - Watersmeet House 

• Once in the main entrance it is level access to the self-service area. 

• To get to a table outside there are no steps from the disabled car park. 

• The tea-room is self-service. If you need table service, staff can help you. 

• The route through the self-service area is 900mm wide, or more. 

• There is no background music. 

• We can cater for sugar free (diabetic), vegetarian, gluten free (celiacs), 
lactose free (dairy free), nut free and vegan diets. 

• Collect tray on entry. Self-service counter for trays is at height of 900mm. 

• Menu available by front door and on entry to self-service area. Large print 
version available. 

• Indoor seating is available.  
  

   



 Entrance to cafe for self-service                         Self service 

 

 

Indoor seating area  

    
  Outside seating by the house        Outside tables with shade          

Getting around outside 

 Designated Walking Trail 

Watersmeet Trails 

• The easiest circular trail is 500metres long and is level access.  Much of 
the trail has a loose, uneven surface. 

• The route starts and finishes at the house. Due to uneven surface it is not 
suitable for standard wheelchairs.   

• There are longer trails with slopes and steps.  

• The trails have some wooden benches. 

   
Bridge over river near Watersmeet   Path to A39 car park 



  
           Accessible trail                         Example of steps on a trail 

         

 

Information boards available near all car parks and the cafe 

 Picnic Area 

Watersmeet 

• From the disabled car park area and Combe Park there is level access to 
areas suitable for a picnic. You can bring your own food to picnic areas. 

   
Picnic table at Combe Park car park 

Customer support 

If you have specific requirements, please ring 01598 753 348 and discuss 
them in advance. 

 

Guide last updated: 17th January 2024. 
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