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From the General Manager

Thank you for your interest in the role of Assistant Head Gardener at Dyffryn
Gardens.

The 20t Century legacy of Reginald Cory’s passion for plants and his collaboration
with the eminent Landscape Architect Thomas Mawson has been recognised by
ICOMOS/Cadw’s Grade 1 status nearly two decades ago: The gardens at Dyffryn are the
grandest and most outstanding Edwardian gardens in Wales. They are comparable to some
of the most extravagant gardens of the period in Britain.

Significant work has been carried out to restore and improve this treasured land-
scape. Under the auspices of the National Trust the work and ambition is gathering
momentum for Dyffryn to regain its place in the international arena. We aim to be a
leader in exceptional horticultural standards and an inspiration to all from the garden
enthusiast, to the botanist, to people who just want to see something spectacular.

To realise this vision Dyffryn has entered a new era of revival. With our pioneering
Spirit of Place at the heart of everything we do, we will emphasise garden embellish-
ments and specimen collections to achieve world class presentation standards. This is
in parallel with an ambitious visitor growth plan to achieve over 275,000 visitors by
2026.

It is an exceptional period for the gardens and one that needs exceptional people. Are
you up for this challenge? If this is something which you would be excited to be a part
of then please, read on, it would be great to hear from you.

Geraldine Donovan,
General Manager

Dyffryn House and Gardens



The Gardens

The Dyffryn estate has existed in various guises since 1648 with its most exciting peri-
od coming nearly 200 years later when the Cory Family took ownership. Plans for
grand gardens to the south of the property were completed by eminent Edwardian
Landscape Architect, Thomas Mawson in 1906, but the garden as we know it extend-
ed beyond the masterplan and were a collaborative celebration of Edwardian exuber-
ance and passionate plantsmanship.

Reginald Cory and Thomas Mawson worked in partnership to plan and create the
gardens which were then developed and maintained by Reginald’s Head Gardener,
Arthur Cobb. Dyffryn became known for its creative design, exotic new plant intro-
ductions and Edwardian flair. Although the Cory family had left Dyffryn by 1937, after
a relatively short period, the legacy of Reginald’s love of horticulture and fascination
with plants has left the blueprint for one of the greatest gardens in Wales.

Today much of the fabric of the Cory/Mawson collaboration still exists, along with
copies of the Mawson Masterplan. Thomas Mawson’s acclaimed book The Art and
Craft of Garden Making, along with two sets of photographs of the estate dating from
the Cory Period and a series of watercolours painted in 1923 by Edith Adie, show a
rich garden full of strong design and bold planting.

All of these resources lay the platform for an incredibly ambitious revival plan for the
property that will see the existing gardens and northern parkland returned to their
Cory Period aesthetic. This will later be followed by the re-instatement of some of



